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Guest Editorial ~ 


The membership director you elected 
this year tends to be a curious sort 
of soul. On one of my forays through 
the files I found the attendance lists 
from the. general meetings of the past 
year. Upon analysis of these I be- 
came quite concerned with the statis- 
BCS. 

First of all, at the present time 
Womonspace has 52 active members and 
30 outreach members, giving a total 
of 82 members. I added up the number 
of members who attended general meet- 
ing last year. Only 30 women had 
come to at least one meeting, which 
is half of our active membership. 

The majority of general meetings did 
not have a quorum last year. Lest any 
of you reading this have forgotten, our 
by-laws require "not less than 30% of 
voting members" for a quorum at special 
and general meetings. For the annual 
general meeting "quorum shall consist of 
not less than 51% of the voting member- 
ship” (Anticle: Lil. section 1). 

At the last general meeting we needed 
16 people to attain quorum, which we got. 
This number fluctuates slightly from month 
to month depending on renewals and new 
members. 

The requirements for being a 
Womonspace member are very simple. 

We all read it on our application 
form when we filled it out. An 
active member is required to do 12 
hours of volunteer work per year. To 
be a member in good standing and to 
have the right to vote at all meet- 
ings (general, special, annual) one 
must be a member for not less than 
30 days and attend at least one 
meeting. For the entire time I've 
been at Womonspace, each membership 
director has struggled with the 
question of how to log volunteer 
hours and thus verify active status. 
This task is quite a burden on volun- 
teer coordinators as they have to 
record the hours of the volunteers 
they are working with. Needless to 


Say, in times past, volunteer hours 
have been left up to the honour 
system. 

Our membership within Womonspace 
is done on an annual basis. Every 
year we have to renew our membership. 
There is an assumed obligation that 
we should be putting in 12 or more 
volunteer hours and coming to another 
meeting. What the attendance at last 
year's general meetings tells us is that 
only half the womyn kept their status as 
an active member by coming to a general 
meeting. 

I'd like to challenge all members 
this coming year on two fronts. 
First, volunteer some of your time 
and energy. Too often the same 
womyn get bogged down in putting in 
countless hours over the course of 
the year for the sake of Womonspace. 
We see so much burn out in our com- 
munity. If all our members did 12 
hours it would cut down the burden. 
All to often there is a simple task 
that needs a couple more hands just 
to help out, like the newsletter. 

Maybe you’. would like to see a ski 
trip happen but you're not sure how 
to organize it; step forward and I'm 
Sure we could find someone elise to 
work on it with you. 

Every dance takes 100% volunteer 
hours and the coordinators are always 
looking for help. We learn by watching 
and helping. It gives us pride 
when we have a task accomplished. 

Secondly, take one evening a year 
and attend a general meeting. I was 
pleased with the caring at the last 
general meeting when the membership 
showed up in numbers that exceeded 
our annual general: meeting. 

The board needs your input. We 
want to know what you want and if 
you don't show up, we will never 
know. What do you say? Are you 
willing to take up the challenge? 


Shelley 


SMALL TOWN LESBIANS GO WEST Kingston and announce to my parents that I 
was quitting school and going. They weren't 


My lover and I met in the big city of thrilled but always backed me in my endea- 
Kingston, Ontarto, Ichad grown up there vors. 
although I was born in England. My lover So we were off to Vancouver in an old- 
was born in another big Ontario city, Kirk- beat-up-car, with our dog. Typical? No. 
land Lake. She was raised in Picton, On- Our dog had puppies in the car! Anyway, 
tayrio. we left the small Ontario town for the big 
I was attending Queen's University in CILye 
Kingston and she had attended college We now live in’ Edmonton and couldn't 
just outside of Picton and was well into be happier. We no longer have a dog, we 
a career as a mental retardation counsel- still have each other and most important, 
lor in Picton. As a member of Queen's we have a daughter (two years old). We 
Homophile Association I would often open are both feminists and we hope that the 
my home to women who had to travel to at- work we do today will mean that our daugh- 
tend our dances. ter will not have to fight when she wants 
Needless to say my lover and I met at equality with the rest of the human race. 
my house before a dance and it didn't I love small town Canada but I find an 
take long for a common interest to de- other part of me loving the city now, and 
velop. finding that it's easier to be a lesbian 
At the end of the school year she ima big city. 
asSKeqemne to move 40emni lies awa VW ate, Pee To the women who love small towns < 
ton and live with her. I agreed and find fulfillment I can only say, I wis! 
dreamt of incredible things, but no- could have stayed, too. 
thing like what was to happen IAD 
I was only there three days when peo- A 
ple started asking her things like, "Why e~ NT) 
are you so happy? What has changed you?” Pl Nace 
Of course my lover's answer could not be om A 
"IT have a new love" because in a town of aie CA 7 
300 people at the time everyone knew who << if 
was sleeping with whom, and my lover's = Soe 
parents also lived there and did not Soe 
know she was a lesbian. ON SS 


details but perhaps some things will a- 


I will not despair you with all the G) 


muse you. Once people found out about me JANUARY ISSUE 
through our vocal sisters, they began to 
park out in front of our house to see what The theme of next month's issue is 
Db veoked Vike: A’real lesbian in Picton! "The Club Scene". Now, I know alot of 
(What they didn't know was that there were you members out there hold definate 
many of us). opinions on this topic. So why not put 
I knew that there were more than just put them to pen before Dec/12/86 and 
Bie ewoeor US abut they didnt. doalso re- send them to us. 
member when my lover and I would meet in a We're running on a tight schedule 
pathway in the middle of the day and we this month so deadlines are even more 
couldn't do much more than talk. important and we really need your 
Then the best day of our lives came (al- co-operation. 
though I didn't know it then). My lover Drop or mail your articles, jokes, 
came home and announced that she had quit cartoons, poems,ect., into the office 
her job would like me to go west... Vancou- Please include your name and a contact 
ver. It didn't take me long to go home to Phone number. 


TIPS FOR SMALL TOWN LESBIANS 


As a professional, in a high profile job 
in a small community of less than 6000 peo- 


ple, I'm expected to fall into the norm. 
These norms are society's expectations of 
every individual. These expectations are 
no different than Shirley Jackson's short 
story, "The Lottery". After reading this 
short story, you are left questioning the 
"norms" Set by society and society's ex- 
pectations of us. 

Whether or not these expectations are 
right, we are bound by them and as a re- 
sult must closet our differences in order 
to be accepted. Each closet's cr: for 
companionship becomes a lonely echo never 
heard. The question then asked is, how do 
you survive in a small town as a lesbian? 

When new to a small community you're 
safe to assume (unless you are blatant a- 
bout your sexual preferences) that you 
will have some difficulties making con- 
tact with other lesbians. Although you 
may feel you're alone, take Feart! 

I'd like to share a few things that 
worked for me. The first thing I did 
was inform my city sisters about my 
whereabouts. By word of mouth they in- 
formed their acquaintances in my area to 
look me up. All it takes is one or two 
new friends you can trust your discre- 
tion to, and understanding of the smal] 
town mentality. 

The second thing was that I placed 
an ad in the Edmonton Journal. Of 
course, you must be prepared for a few 
misguided people to respond. However, 
you may get one or two sincere people 
answering. Expect no more than friend- 
Ships. Who's to say whether this could 
lead to a relationship or not? Remem- 
ber, friends are more important to you 
when you're new to an area. 

The third thing you may try is con- 
tacting Common Woman Books in Edmonton. 
You may not meet anyone but you'll be 
delighted with the mas: amount of read- 
ing material availabl< to you. 

It's true you could become friends 
to many, but still hope for that spe- 
Cial relationship. Or you may be one 
of the lucky ones, but still be lonely. 


: 


In that case, whether you're in a smal] 
town or a city would not make any differ- 
ence, 

You may decide that none of the above 
is appropriate for you; or, better yet, 
have found another method that worked. 
Whatever the case may be, you are not a- 
lone even if you should feel you are. 

A few years ago I met this young lady 
who really set me on my heels. She was 
also in a high profile job. We became 
friends and although we kept in touch we 
never expressed our true feelings. A 
few years later, I learned she was really 
a sister. We talked about the years we 
had wasted, how we could have been there 
for each other in the small town we 
shared. I'm still not sure how we could 
have told each other about our sexual 
preferences at the time, because both of 
us were so paranoid about anyone finding 
out. I suppose sometimes it's just as 
harmful to yourself to say nothing. 

As a lesbian you're not obligated to 
befriend every lesbian you meet. You'll 
find just because somebody has the same 
sexual preference as yourself does not 
automatically make them your best friend. 
Once you start meeting your sisters, 
you'll find some will not share your 
point of view, or some of their habits 
may repel you. Don't settle for any- 
thing below your standards. Sometimes 
it's better to be alone than to be miser- 
able. Alone does not always mean lonely. 

Yes, I know what it's like to live in 
a small town as a lesbian, but I've also 
learned the size of a town dwes not re- 
move society's expectations of the norm. 
Or, that small town lesbians have the 
contract on Inneliness. The biqagest draw- 
back to the small town lesbian is the lack 
of facilities such as clubs, organizations 
or dances. These luxuries are only found 
in the larger cities. 

We may not be treated like the charac- 
ter in "The Lottery", but so long as we're 
in our closets the cry will remain hushed 
and silence will always make it difficuit 
for the small town sister who could be our 
neighbor or lover to reach out to us 


Linda 


LMDF ORGANIZING IN EDMONTON 


Anne, a local lesbian, is forming a chap 
ter of the Lesbian Mothers Defense Fund. 
She invites all interested lesbians to con- 
tact her at 424-3878, or to leave a message 
at the Womonspace office before Dec. 10, an 
she will call you back. to set a date for 
the first meeting. 


GATE 


GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD EQUALITY 


Wednesday nights are womyn’s night at the 
Gay Alliance Toward Equality. Drop-in at #104, 
10173 - 104 Street, between 7 and 10 p.m 
Monday to Saturday, Sunday from 2 to 5 p.m., 
or Call 424-8361. 

Besides the drop-ins, GATE offers peer counsell- 
ing On a personal and confidential level and 
has an excellent library. Drop-in on Wednesdays 
to see Catherine and Brenda, and on|Thur. 
to see Noreen. 


BOARD PUSITION OPEN 


The position of president on the Womon- 
space board of directors has become va- 
Cant. Nominations for the position will 
be taken at the Dec. 9 general meeting. 
In order to be eligible, a nominee must 
be a member in good standing; ie. must 
have been a member for at least thirty 
days and have attended at least one gen- 
eral meeting over the past year. 

Duties of the president include act- 
ing as chairperson at general meetings 
and as a Signing officer and spokesper- 
son for the society. 
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POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE FORMING 
7 As the newly-acclaimed PR director 
I'd like to welcome any women inter- 
ested in working on issues of a pub- 
lic nature to be part of a political 
action committee. 

I envision our tasks as consisting 
of research, to identify and learn 
about issues that are of primary 
concern to lesbians, meeting to draft 
responses, and networking with other 
lesbian, gay and women's groups. 

The strength of our voice and how 
much weight it carries will depend 
on the heart of the women involved, 
Please join me by calling 439-1340, 
or leaving a message at the Womon- 
Space office. 


d 


Linda F. 
LIETTE AUBIN DEFENSE FUND 


Liette Aubin became a victim of sexual 
assault in July, 1986 She laid charges 
against her offender, which she was later 
forced to drop due to personal difficulties 
she was having around the issue and on the 
advice of her doctor. 

As a result of this the City of Edmon- 
ton Police have laid a charge of public 
mischief against Liette. 

She is not in any financiai position 
to handle this matter alone and is seek- 
ing the help of concerned women who can 
assist her by donating what they can to 
the Liette Aubin Defense Fund. Womon- 
space and ASWAC are behind this effort. 

Please give generously as the money 
is needed to ensure that Liette has 
legal representation at her next court 
appearance scheduled for early Dec. 

Contributions can be sent c/o 
Womonspace, at 104, 10055-110 St. Ed- 
monton, AB T5K 1J5 


Merry Christmas Wee Mouse 


a-A.K. 


MOTIONS CARRIED AT THE NOV. 11 G.M. 


-- that a chapter of the Lesbian Mothers De- 
fense Fund that is forming in Edmonton be 
allowed to operate initially as a sel f-sup- 
porting committee of Womonspace; 

-- that a committee be set up to administer 
a defense fund established to assist a mem- 
ber to cover her legal fees; 

-- that the $137 cost of negative paper for 
the newsletter be approved; 

-- that the letter responding to the Nation- 
al Action Committee of Women's action bul- 
letin regarding sexual orientation legisla- 
tion be mailed; 

-- that Womonspace's membership in NAC be 
renewed; 

-- that the work of the survey committee be 
shelved until further notice; 

-- that Womonspace remain with the Women's 
Building Collective and move into new pre- 
mises with them; 

-- that a maximum of $150 be spent for the 
Womonspace children's Christmas party; 

-- that the price of tickets for the New 
Year's Eve dinner and dance (sold before 
Dec. 12) be reduced from $50 per couple to 
$45 per couple, and from $25, single to 
$22.50 per single ticket; 

-- that the former treasurer be suspended 
from membership in the society, pending the 
results of an investigation; 
SADAAIAASAAAAAAAAAAAA AAS 
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Dear Meredith: 


I am very interested in this partic- 
ular womon. We have been dating casual- 
ly and so far nothing has happened except 
an occasional hug and a goodnight kiss. 

I want more than this. In fact, I am in 
lust with her. How can I make things 
happen a little faster? 


In a hurry 
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-- that the board be authorized to spend up 
to a maximum of $3 thousand to enter into 
any proceedings necessary for the retrieval 
of the missing funds and/or naming the 
guilty party; 

-- that the cost of obtaining photocopies 
(to a maximum of $125) of records of bank 
transactions be approved; 

-- that the $75 cost incurred Oct.) 7508 
obtain copies of the bank statements for 
the previous year be approved; 

-- that all future correspondence from the 
bank be directed through the office; 

-- that all future monthly treasurer's 
reports include a copy of the bank state- 
ment ; 

-- that before the board enters into any 
criminal court proceedings, they get the 
approval of the membership; 

-- that the board not be held lia- 
ble at any time in the future, for any mon- 
ies missing, forged documents or falsifica- 
tion of books that occurred during the for- 
mer treasurer's term in office; 

-- that Karey M. be elected as treasurer; 
-- that the motion of Oct. 3/85 to elect 
two auditors for the 84/85 books be rescind 
ed; 

-- that Sandy C. and Anne G. be elected to 
audit the books of 84/85; and, 

-- that the meeting be adjourned at 10:37. 


SAAA AAA AA, 


Dear Hurry: 


As you know, relationships take time 
and effort on both parts. Take your time 
and be patient. Things are sure to hap- 
pen eventually. If they don't you can 
always take the initiative and jump her 
bones. 

Love, 
Meredith 
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: Activities DECEMBER BASH ‘ 
* At The Women's Building je 
* 

BOARD MEETIN Ke 
x = = Don't forget the bash at the Women's ie 
x Members of Womonspace Board of Director Building on December 13. There will be fe 
and other interested members are invited to free child care and a wine and beer bar. i: 
% the following meetings held 7:30 p.m. at the There will also be live entertainment. All 
Pe cD S Baling 10055 — 10st.) women are welcome to attend. x 
* *« 
i. ee : Jacquie : 
+ eC SOmdited sO. pem ie 
is 4 le 
* GENERAL MEETING ‘ 

AS - 3 | 

‘ Dec/16/86 at 7:30 p.m. The General Meetings are held on the second x 
* ss Tuesday of every month at the Women’s Build- x 
i Dec/30/e6%at 7:30 p.m. ing (10055 - 110 St.) at 7:30 p.m.. Both members x 
ie and non-members are welcome to attend. The + 
x next meeting is Dec/9/1986 at 7:30 p.m. . 
: * 
x 
*x af 
¥ DANCE COMMITTEE MEETING LESBIAN DROP-IN ‘ 
» 4 
x If you are interested in getting involved in the Every Thursday night from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., ie 
¥ planning and running of our monthly dances, Womonspace holds a regular drop-in at the 
- then please attend our meetings held on the Women’s Building in the 2nd floor meeting i 
x last Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. at the room. Join us this Thursday for a relaxed ie 
* Women’s Building (10055 - 110 St.). Our next evening of coffee and conversation. *All are * 
x meeting is Dec/11/86 at 7:30 p.m. welcome. * 
ss + 
* * 
a4 * 
x * 
x of 
. i 
«x 
te 4 x 
+ NEW YEAR'S : 
* * 
+ EVE DANCE ' 
i at the Banquet Hall He 
- 6204 Fulton Road * 
¢ Cocktails: 6:30 : 
* Dinner: 8:00 ADMISSION i 
* Dance: 9:00 $25.00 ; 
* Herb Garlic Bread +* 
* C 2 * 
x Zuchinni Casserole * 
t The New Years Eve Dance promises to Dessert Table . 
* be the event of the season. The ‘ 
* coordinator has sent me the menu which There will be a cash bar with cocktails + 
x reads like a gourmet's delight; at 6:30 . Dinner at 8:00 and dancing * 
* Bar B.Q. Breast of Chicken at 9:30 . The dance will prove to be 3 
. Eoiteo, Pork in Maple Syrup very beneficial to get rid of those . 
x Rice extra calories from that wonderful * 
* Potatoes dinner. Tickets will be on sale at the * 
x Ceaser Salad dances and from Board Members. Al] * 
* Mediterranean Vegetables are welcome. ‘ 
* Broccoli * 
is Carrots Jacquie . 
Sei ritd did id SIG IGG ICAI GEIR ICIG ISI COIDIA I IAI SISO OO II I AS at th ttn hak 


WOMONSPACE 


DARCE 


BONNIE DOON HALL 
9240 - 93 Street 


DECEMBER 20 


ADM. — MEMBERS $5 NON— $6 8:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. 
~-™~ 
(3) 
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Credits 


PLEASE NOTE: Articles published in Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the policies and 


opinions ot Womonspace. 
CONTRIBUTIONS LAR, Jacquie, Sig, TYPING: Elizabeth V., LAR 
Shelley, Linda F. Dee S. 
Ecths 
DISTRIBUTION: Jacquie PRODUCTION: __ Lori T., Jude, Jackie K. 
MAILOUT Shirley EDITING: Linda F. Jacquie Dee S. 


WOMONSPACE NEWS is published monthly by Womonspace Social, Recreational and Educational 
Society of Edmonton. Womonspace is a non-profit organization for lesbians in Edmonton and surrounding 


areas. Our mailing address is: 
“WOMONSPACE NEWS” 
<= 4?4 . 104 () 10055-110 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1J5 
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